Iﬂ \\ WDM in Sheffield

T] WDMSheffield@googlemail.com
// WORLD February 2009
DEVELOPMENT

MOVEMENT

Justice for the world’s poor

Fairtrade Fortnight

23rd February - 8t March 2009

Fairtrade fortnight is a fantastic opportunity for us to let people know
about fairtrade, both in terms of buying fairtrade products and how we
can get governments and the European Union to make trade fairer
through the trade deals it does with other countries.

Why Fairtrade products?

Buying fairtrade products guarantees that a fair price has been paid for
them and also an additional premium, which has to be used for things
such as education, healthcare or improving processing facilities.
Buyers also have to enter into long-term trading relationships so that
producers can predict their income and plan for the future.

The sales of fairtrade products grows dramatically every year, from
2006 to 2007 it increased 72% in terms of the amount spent, so all the
campaigning on this seems to be paying off. Amazingly 25% of
shoppers regularly buy several fair-trade products and 10% of tea sold
in the UK is fairtrade.

Trading fairly the bigger picture

While buying fairtrade ourselves is a good thing, governments and the
European Union have massive powers to affect how fair trade is
between countries. Currently the European Union is negotiating a lot of
trade deals with developing countries, which many fear will benefit
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corporate profits rather than the poorest people. We need to raise
awareness of the bigger issues and WDM’s current trade campaign too.

Fairtrade café in Barker’s pool: Sat 28t Feb

Cafeology, a Sheffield based fairtrade company and Sheffield fairtrade
initiative (SHIFT) are organising a marquee and selling fairtrade coffee.
WDM are planning a stall to promote fairtrade, with cards petitioning
the new EU trade commissioner and others asking shops to stock more
fairtrade stuff.

Stall in the Peace Gardens or Coop in Hillsborough (tbc): Sat 7th
March

WDM are planning a pair of stalls, one a satirical "Support unfair trade
- Screw the poor" stall with pompous businessmen trying to get people
to sign hideous trade contracts and donate to fat cat collection tins. The
other stall will promote fairtrade, similar to the stall used in the 28t
but this time with fairtrade samples too. We’ll be feeling more
experienced and it'll give even those who are busy on the 28t Feb a
chance to join in.

Promoting fairtrade fortnight

Fairtrade fortnight is a good chance to encourage local shops, cafes,
coffee mornings, workplaces... to try fairtrade products and places that
already sell fairtrade are usually very keen to put up posters, especially
if someone agrees to get them. I've started on this quest and am
amazed at what a positive response ['ve been getting.

What you can do

e Join us on Sat 28%h Feb or Sat 7% March: email
ceilidhruth@hotmail.com or phone 07962981017 if you are willing to
help out on the stall for a bit, the more people the better it will be.

e Promote fairtrade fortnight locally: Lots of posters, leaflets,
campaign cards available from the fair-trade foundation website
www.fairtrade.org.uk or contact me as above and I'll get you stuff.

e Email the EU Trade Commissioner Baroness Ashton about EU
trade policy: www.wdm.org.uk/campaigns/trade/action/ashton.php

Ruth Walton
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Lynda Wilkie

Lynda’s death in late November was a shock and a deep sadness to many
people. This was evident in the memorial service held in the Quaker Meeting
House in the middle of December, attended by almost 100 people from many
different sectors in society. All were drawn together by their memories of
Lynda.

[ think it was soon after she came to Sheffield that I first met Lynda, when she
joined WDM in Sheffield and she became involved in Inter-Agency
conferences. This was one of her great strengths, in having this vision of the
different development organisations working together, sharing a common
diary, being more effective acting together rather than separately. This has
remained a part dream, despite the Jubilee Debt Campaign and the Trade
Justice Movement. Competing charities have difficulty in co-operating, but
we could keep Lynda’s memory alive by trying to do so locally.

Over the years, Lynda allied herself with the Campaign Against the Arms
Trade (CAAT) and was instrumental in setting up and sustaining a local
group. At the same time, Lynda kept her interest in WDM and was ‘expected’
at public meetings and conferences.

[ am sure that many others ‘received the Lynda treatment’. This consisted of
a deep personal concern for the other - genuinely interested and caring for
them - an outreach and love, which was priceless and affirming.

The last time I met Lynda was at a concert - I think given by the Sheffield
Symphony Orchestra. She was her usual positive self and accompanied by
her dear friend, Steve. Such are memories.

Roy Barry
Gordon: Call Time on Global Greed!

The Jubilee Debt Campaign writes in their newsletter about ‘A Credit Crunch
for the world’s poor?’:

“What’s the difference between the credit crunch and the debt crisis? About
$2 trillion worth of political will. The financial crisis has exposed reckless
lending, bad debts, tax dodging, a total lack of accountability of lenders, and
massive global inequalities. The very same injustice the developing world
has been forced to deal with for decades.

“Subsequent action taken by the world leaders has demonstrated a
determination to patch up the system that has perpetuated inequality and
instability. They have so far failed to use this as an opportunity to build a fair



and democratic economic structure. Reform and rebuilding of global
economic structures must centre around challenging inequality.

“All nations, from the most to the least financially powerful need to have an
equal say in the future shape of the international economic system.

“We have a unique chance to push for far reaching, fundamental changes to
the economic system. The first step is to take responsibility by
demonstrating mass public support for fundamental change, otherwise the
voice of those who created the crisis will be the only ones who suggest the
solutions.”

Enclosed with this newsletter is a petition - entitled Gordon Call Time on
Global Greed - and reads:

Dear Prime Minister:

The financial crisis has graphically demonstrated to people in rich
countries what those in poor countries have known for years: the current
international economic system doesn
economic system which puts people and the planet firstt. The wor | d’ s
people must have a full and equal say in developing this system — decisions
must not be taken by bodies that only represent rich countries.

Yours sincerely

WDM is a partner with Jubilee Debt Campaign in asking supporters to ‘lobby’
the Prime Minister and you can personally email the PM using either WDM’s
or |DC’s website. However, WDM in Sheffield is also giving you the
opportunity to get others to sign the petition and then return the signatures
to JDC before the end of March: JDC, The Grayston Centre, 28 Charles Street,
London, N1 6HT.

Roy Barry

Poznan, Brussels and beyond

There were two important meetings in December with a bearing on climate
change, firstly, the 14th United Nations Climate Change Conference in
Poznan, Poland (COP14) and the other one, the EU summit in Brussels.
Unfortunately, neither meeting had wholly positive outcomes regarding our
ability to tackle climate change, although fine words have been spoken about
progress towards a post-Kyoto international agreement on climate change
later this year in Copenhagen. This deal must take effect in 2013, when the
Kyoto Protocol, agreed in 1997, will have run out.



The Poznan Conference was one of a yearly series, and was meant to build on
agreements reached at last year’s conference in Bali, working towards a deal
at the end of 2009 at Copenhagen. The post-Kyoto deal is supposed to have
two parts, one being a commitment from industrialised countries to greater
cuts in carbon emissions by 2020, and a longer term agreement including all
countries.

Whereas the delegates of industrialised countries seemed to think there had
been good progress, those of developing countries were less sanguine. One
area of agreement has been over the management of the Adaptation Fund, set
up to help poorer countries cope with the impacts of climate change.
Developing countries will get easier access to this money, which is from a 2%
levy on carbon trading under the UN Clean Development Mechanism. The
CDM aims to fund projects that cut carbon emissions in developing countries.
However, there were calls for the levy to be increased to 3%, which were
rejected by the western nations. The current fund of $60 to $80 million is not
enough to meet the needs of poor countries for protection against floods,
droughts and storms, which are the results of global warming.

There has been progress on transferring environment-friendly technology to
developing countries, and also an agreement on the need for reduced
deforestation. Brazil has committed to a reduction of 50% in deforestation by
2017. Mexico has pledged to halve its greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.
South Africa proposes to peak its emissions by 2020.

However, progress towards an international agreement on major reductions
in carbon emissions will have to wait until the US re-engages with the climate
change talks. Fortunately, Barack Obama has pledged to make significant cuts
in US emissions, although he will have to get proposals through Congress.

Meanwhile, in Brussels the EU agreed to cut emissions by 20% by 2020
compared with 1990 levels. The reduction targets vary among the 27
European countries. However, over two-thirds of this reduction could be met
by offsetting, rather than by actual cuts in emissions in the EU. There is
agreement on a European carbon trading scheme, whereby EU firms buy
permits to pollute from 2013, but under pressure from Germany, Italy,
Poland and BusinessEurope (a pressure group for multinational companies),
there are generous exemptions for manufacturing and processing industries
from having to pay for permits. Other aspects of the EU agreement include a
commitment for renewable energy to be 20% of the European energy mix by
2020, encouraging the use of sustainable biofuels, and an increase of 20% in
energy efficiency by 2020.



The politicians have called this agreement a great success, but the required
emissions reduction suggested by the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change is in the range of 25-40%.

Back home, the UK Government’s decision to go ahead with a third runway at
Heathrow flies in the face of any real commitment to cut carbon emissions.
An announcement on Kingsnorth power station is expected within the next
month or so, with the probability that the go-ahead will be given for a new
generation of coal-fired power stations, although there may be a requirement
for carbon-capture and storage (CCS) technology to be included by 2020.

This year should see key decisions made affecting climate change. We will
have to make our voices heard to try to make sure the right choices are made.

Paul Stewart

Sources: Amongst others includes
Global Issues. COP14 - Poznan Climate Conference.
http://www.globalissues.org/print/article/771

The Potato is coming into its own Mama Jatha

(Mother of growth)

The cultivated potato has a history going back 8,000 years to its
domestication high in the Andes near Lake Titicana on the border of Peru and
Bolivia. The conquistadors brought it to Europe in the 15t Century, but the
potato was more valued for its flowers than its tubers and was thought ‘only
fit for pigs and the destitute’. However, sailors realised its worth as a stored
food and spread it as they sailed across the world. The potato’s recognition
as a major food came towards the end of the 18th century with famine in
Europe and potato production was increased in case of cereal crop failure.
Perhaps it is best known historically for succumbing to the blight which
destroyed the potato crops in Ireland in 1845-8. Less well recognised is its
role as the first convenience food of industrialisation. Potatoes are easy to
grow on small plots, very nutritious, cheap and ready to cook without
expensive processing.

Potatoes are very rich in starch, which has to be cooked before it can be
digested. Compared with other root crops and tubers, it is high in protein
and the amino acid composition is similar to that of humans. It is rich in
Vitamin C, although much is destroyed during cooking. Potatoes form a good
satisfying food and in themselves are not fattening. It is frying them in fat
which does the damage!
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Nowadays, potatoes are truly a global crop being the world’s 4% most
important food crop (after wheat, rice and maize) and grown commercially
around the world. However, unlike the cereals they are not traded globally.
The price of potatoes is not set by agrocompanies striding across the world.
It is determined by local production costs and not by the vagaries of the
international markets. This is of great importance to low-income farmers, for
whom it is a valuable cash crop and to vulnerable consumers. (In Peru, the
cost of bread is kept down by adding potato flour to wheat flour.)

The growth in the size of the world potato crop has been staggering.
Traditionally potatoes have been grown and consumed in Europe, North
America and the countries of the former USSR. In 1981, the so-called
developed countries grew 183 million tonnes. This has declined slightly to
160m tonnes in 2007. However the developing countries of Asia, Africa and
Latin America have surged forward from a low base of 84m tonnes in 1961 to
exceed that of developed countries in 2005 to a total of 165m tonnes in 2007.
China is the biggest producer, followed by India, which plans to double its
production over the coming decade.

Yields in developing countries average at about 15 tonnes per hectare, whilst
in some developed countries it is as high as 40 tonnes per hectare. There is a
large potential for increasing crop yields, but this will require research and
improved agricultural extension work to optimise yields. At the same time,
there is a danger that the world’s financial crisis will reduce investment and
the willingness of aid donors to support potato focused programmes.

To make the world more aware of the importance of the potato as a crop vital
for food security of millions in the future, the Food and Agricultural
Organisation (FAO) and the UN designated 2008 as the ‘International Year of
the Potato’ (IYP). (I am sorry that I missed the year itself!) Often seen as a
music hall joke, the potato is easily denigrated. For millions, potatoes are
their passports to food security, where people have improved access to safe
and nutritious food. Potatoes promise an improved diet and health,
particularly of women and children. FAO wants to see the potato realise its
full potential as a ‘food for the future’.

Mama Jatha is coming into its own!

Roy Barry



Europe’s trade deals - who benefits?

Leeds, Sheffield & Bradford World Development Movement groups host a
public meeting with Mary Lou Malig, trade campaigner from the Philippines

Monday 23 March - 7pm
Leeds Civic Hall, Calverley Street, Leeds, LS1 1UR

Trade can help poorer countries to overcome poverty, by generating jobs and
supporting livelihoods. But the European Union is currently negotiating trade deals
with over 100 countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America which will secure big
profits for European companies at the expense of development.

These trade deals will particularly harm the poorest and most vulnerable people in
developing countries, destroying jobs, local industries and the livelihoods of small-
scale farmers.

The World Development Movement campaigns for a world without poverty and
injustice. We work in solidarity with activists around the world to tackle the causes
of poverty. We research and promote positive alternatives which put public good
before private gain.

CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE EU: MISSED OPPORTUNITY OR KEY PLAYER
Speaker event on Sunday 1 March 6.00 to 7.30 pm
St Mark's Church, Broomhill, Sheffield( next to Royal Hallamshire Hospital)

Linda McAvan, MEP for Yorkshire and Humberside, Labour spokesperson on
theEnvironment in the European Parliament, spokesperson on Climate Change for
the European Socialist Group. Represented the European Parliament at the climate
change talks in Poznan in December 2008

Jenny Brown, Christian Aid's Senior EU Relations Adviser, whose role is to influence
the EU on Christian Aid's development priorities. She has long experience of lobbying
on a range of issues including climate change.

In December 2009 a new international deal to combat climate change will be
negotiated at a United Nations conference in Copenhagen. Many experts think this
will be our last chance to agree effective action to keep the rise in the global
temperature as far below 2C as possible. Itis hard to overestimate the importance of
these talks or the urgency of the need for an agreement that is fair to everyone.

EU member states negotiate as a bloc within the UN climate talks and can collectively
wield a lot of influence. But the EU approach has so far been inadequate, and it has
missed the opportunity to take a strong leadership role.

If we are serious about climate change we have to take the EU seriously and try to
influence what it is planning to do. Linda McAvan and Jenny Brown are both
especially well qualified to help us do that.



